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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS FROM Mr. Hank Skala 
 
 
We recently held conferences where teachers were able to discuss and provide an overview of our 
programs and your child's progress thus far for the school year. It is very helpful to have an 
understanding of grade level expectations, as well as the assessment pieces that are administered 
throughout the year to our children. Our first report card will be distributed on Friday, December 8th. 
 
Throughout the school week, I am able to observe many classroom activities and provide support to 
both teachers and students. Teachers work hard not only to support academic growth, but go above 
and beyond to help children with social and emotional growth, as this is very important at this stage of 
education. As Principal, I want to promote a positive culture that permeates all of our school life. 
 
As November begins, our thoughts turn to colder days and the disappearance of the golden color of 
Autumn. We look forward to holiday and family celebrations and the excitement that children 
experience with these activities. Please be on the look out for upcoming school and PTA events. 
 
As always, do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hank Skala, Principal 
 
Upcoming dates to remember: 
November 6th- Schools Closed for Teacher in Service 
November 12th- Schools Closed for Veteran’s Day 
November 21st- Half Day Dismissal at 12:15 for Thanksgiving Recess 
November 22nd and 23rd- Schools Closed- Thanksgiving Recess 
 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 



KINDERGARTEN NEWS- 
 Submitted by Regina Moulton 
Grade Level Coordinator 
 

 
The more we get together 

Together, together 
The more we get together 

The happier we'll be 
'Cause your friends are my friends 

And my friends are your friends 
The more we get together 

The happier we'll be! 
-Raffi 

 
We have been busy looking for signs of fall and learning about trees, leaves, and pumpkins.  Thank 
you to the PTA for our exciting field trip to McCray’s farm.  We enjoyed the tractor ride, picking 
pumpkins, and spending time with the animals.  Soon we will learn about a variety of animals and 
what they do to get ready for winter.  We will also talk about the people and things we are thankful for. 
  
 
Thank you parents and guardians for attending our parent-teacher conferences in October.  It is 
always a pleasure to speak with you about your child’s progress in kindergarten.  Please remember to 
dress your child for the cooler weather.  We will continue going outside to play each day.  It is very 
helpful to put your child’s name on all coats, boots, gloves, and hats as they come to school. 
 Hopefully we won’t need snow pants and boots for a while!  
     
************************************************************************************ 
 
GRADE ONE NEWS-  
Submitted by Ashley Macey 
Grade Level Coordinator 
                                 

 
Happy Fall! 
 
October was a busy month.  We had a very successful, well attended Open House.  It was nice to see so many 
families.  The children did a great job as tour guides, showing families and friends special areas inside and 



outside the classroom.  Thank you to the PTA for hosting the Ice Cream Table and for selling our great Tiger 
merchandise.  It was a great way for everyone to end the night.  The children also enjoyed a visit from the South 
Hadley Electric Company, where they learned the importance of staying safe around electricity.  First grade 
teachers had a very busy two days meeting with each family for conferences discussing your child’s progress. 
We also were lucky to have our South Hadley Fire Department come in and talk to the students about fire 
safety. 
 
As part of our Literacy Program, children have been focused on writing small moment stories, personal 
narratives, interactive writing and working together to complete shared writing.  Guided reading in small groups 
has begun.  Our Phonics Lessons Program by Fountas & Pinnell is also well underway.  The children have been 
learning more about the relationship between letters and sounds and the ways in which they work.  Even though 
copies of the lessons have been going home, it is not necessary for the children to complete them as homework.  
It is a good opportunity to start a conversation with your child about the principles in the particular lesson. 
 
In math we are finishing our second unit on addition and subtraction. The children have been learning about 
identifying the greater number and counting on, understanding equality, relating addition and subtraction and 
working with problem solving situations. It is also important for the children to continue to study their math 
facts.  Fluency with these facts help children think flexibly about numbers and enables them to grasp more 
complex concepts. 
 
First graders have learned how to be Scientists - observing, comparing and classifying objects.  The Fall 
weather has been the perfect area of study for comparing and collecting data.  In Social Studies, lessons 
continue on how to get along in school by sharing, talking it out, taking turns and listening. 
 
 
 
 
 **************************************************************************************                                
COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
Submitted by Nancy Jessup 
Student Support Counselor 

Counselor’s Corner 
Submitted by Nancy Jessup 

November 2018 
 

November is National Adoption Month.  I’d like to take this opportunity to recognize and celebrate that we 
have all kinds of families here at Plains School! A lot has changed in recent generations in the way we think 
about adoption.  It used to be that it was something that was kept a secret and not talked about.   Adoptive 
families these days talk openly about adoption with their children from the time they are very young. Today 
adoption is celebrated in many ways and many families are created through adoption.  Adoption touches the 
lives of 80-100 million Americans in their immediate families.  Chances are that your child will be in a class at 
one time or another with child who was adopted. 
 
Children are naturally curious.  When they learn that they have classmates who are adopted, they may ask 
questions about adoption that can be awkward for us to respond to.  Children who are born into a family may 
assume that is the only way that families are formed.  You can make it clear that adoption is a wonderful and 



normal way to build a family.  If a child asks, “What is adoption?”   You can explain that adoption is when a 
biological parent can’t take care of a child and they find a family who will take care of him or her forever and 
ever.  It’s important to let children know that families can be formed in many different ways.  Sometimes a 
parent who gives birth isn’t able to raise the child so she looks for another family to take care of him or her.  
Adoption is not “special” or “different”; it is simply one of the many ways to become a family.  
 
If a child asks, “What happened to Billy’s real mother?”  You can say, “You mean the woman who gave birth to 
him?  She is his birthmother.  Sometimes a person can have a baby without being ready to be a parent.  So she 
made a plan for Billy to have parents who could take care of him.” Adoptive parents are real parents.  A child 
might ask what Emily did so that her birthparents didn’t keep her.  You can respond that adoption is never the 
child’s fault.  It’s a decision made by grownups when they don’t feel able or ready to be parents.  If your child 
asks, “Am I going to be adopted?”  You can say “No, because we were ready to be parents when we had you.  
We will be your parents forever.” 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about your child.  You can call me at 538-
5068 (voice mail: 7116).  Or you can contact me via email: njessup@shschools.com 
 

PBIS NEWS 
From the PBIS Team 

Nancy Jessup and Andrea Allees, co-coaches 
 
Some of you may have heard your children talking about “Tiger Tickets” or “PAWS Tickets”. 
 Tiger Tickets are part of our school-wide PBIS/PAWS initiative (PBIS stands for Positive 
Behavioral Interventions). The purpose of Tiger Tickets is to reinforce the positive behaviors 
we are teaching the students.  Some facts about Tiger Tickets: 

• All staff are encouraged to carry Tiger Tickets throughout the day in order to be able to 
hand them out as warranted. 

• PAWS Tickets are used to positively acknowledge students who are following the school 
expectations and rules! 

• When students get a PAWS Tickets, they bring them to their class jar. 
• Tickets are to be given out only by adults (any staff member at Plains school) and cannot 

be requested by students.   
• They are given spontaneously when a staff person observes a positive behavior. 
• Tickets are earned individually but collected for the group (though sometimes a whole 

class can earn a Tiger Ticket -for example for walking quietly and calmly in the hallway.) 
• Tickets can never be taken away once earned 
• Once a class has 25 tickets (or 20 for preschool), a classroom reward can be chosen from 

the reward menu to reinforce the class for being positive supportive members of their 
community.   
  

Here are some of the rewards that classes can choose from once they earn 25 Tiger Tickets: 
Parade      Walk in the woods    

mailto:njessup@shschools.com


Visit from Aster (the therapy dog)  Crazy hat day for the kids 
Principal wears a funny hat day   Extra recess 
Guest reader      Pajama day 
Invite a class to visit    Snack Picnic 
Principal comes to P.E.    Principal comes to recess 
Telling jokes during snack/lunch   Zumba break 
 

Ask your children to tell you about Tiger Tickets! 
. 
 

 
 

 
****************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
Notes from the Nurse: Eileen Garvey R.N. 
 
Cold and flu season will soon be upon us and flu vaccines are now available at your physician 
offices and local pharmacies.  I have attached the required Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health parent/guardian information on flu and vaccine.  Good handwashing is still the best 
defense we have against viruses.  Should your child come down with a cold or flu and they have 
a fever, the child must be fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication 



before returning to school.  If your child has had an episode of vomiting or diarrhea they also 
must be symptom free 24 hours before returning to school. 
I want to inform you that I will be doing vision and hearing screenings for the kindergarten and 
first grade students in November and December.  If your child fails the vision or hearing 
screening I will send a failure notice to you in the mail and have you consult your Primary Care 
Physician for further evaluation.  We will also do heights, weights and BMI screenings for 1st 
grade students. Wishing you and your family a happy and healthy fall season.   
 
  *****************************************************************************************                                                                                        
Submitted by Karen Girard 
Physical Education Specialist 
 
The colder months are coming and we will be exclusively indoors from now on.  Please 
remember that your child needs sneakers for PE class and that long hair should be tied back for 
vision safety.  November brings many different units for the students.  The first graders will 
take part in a Native American Unit.  The unit focuses upon some Native American legend and 
games and activities that Native American children played.  First graders will also take part in a 
bowling unit and a tactical games unit.  The kindergarten students will be exploring movement 
to different musical instruments and will take part in a parachute unit. 
 
  
****************************************************************************************** 
                   
From Hannah Berube 
Music Teacher 
 
Dear Plains Families and Friends, 
     Fall is officially upon us! Students have begun music class each week with pitch exploration exercises to 
engage their head voices. One of our favorite parts of class is the song tale, or “musical story time.” During this 
portion of class, students first listen, and gradually sing along with a sung story. We have been using our 
imaginations to picture the animals and scenes from “Over in the Meadow”. If you would like to listen at home, 
a link can be found on Youtube by searching Feierabend Over in the Meadow.   
    This month’s Ask Me questions: 

Kindergarten: Can you perform the “5 Little Ladies” chant for me?  
First Grade: Can you sing “William He Had 7 Sons?” What instrument do you play when you sing that song 
in music class?  
   
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
NOTICE 
All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability or homelessness, 
have equal access to the general education program and the full range of any occupational and vocational education programs offered 
by the South Hadley Public Schools. 
 



 
Declaración de No discriminación 
Todos los estudiantes, independientemente de su raza, color, sexo, identidad de género, religión, origen 
nacional, orientación sexual, discapacidad o falta de vivienda, tienen acceso equitativo al programa de 
educación general y a toda la gama de programas de educación ocupacional y profesional ofrecidos por 
Escuelas Públicas de South Hadley  
 
 
 
If you feel you may need special accommodations or assistance as a result of a handicapping condition or limited English proficiency, 
please call Kathleen Boyden at the South Hadley School Department, 116 Main Street at 413-538-5072 (hearing impaired fax 413-
538-5000) and notify us of your special need. 
Si usted necesita alguna adaptacion o asistencia especial debido a algun tipo de minusvalia, por favor llame al telefono 413-538-5072 
(fax para personas con deficiencias auditivas 413-538-5000) y notifiquenos cuales son sus necesidades especificas. 
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